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BY THE NUMBERS?
According to Planned Parenthood’s 2018-19 annual report, they
performed 345,672 abortion procedures while making a mere 4,276
adoption referrals in the course of that year. It is important to note that
an adoption referral does not necessarily mean that an adoption plan
was created, but simply that an expectant woman requested to speak
with an adoption professional.[i] The Center for American Progress
states “promoting adoption is not an effective strategy for reducing the
abortion rate… Indeed, some portion of women who choose adoption
never consider abortion, in which case those adoption choices have no
effect on the abortion rate whatsoever.”[ii] What would happen if
young women and young men were educated with accurate
adoption information before a woman ever conceived? What
impact would that have on the number of abortions? What impact
could that have on the number of adoptions?

The #1 comment I heard was
how shocking the number of
pregnancies resulting in
abortion was."
-TEACHER MS. J. FOLLOWING
ADOPTION CLASS PRESENTATION

WORDS MATTER
After speaking about the impact our words have at a
local community group early one morning, Pat was
approached by an older gentleman with tears in his
eyes. He stated he regretted speaking harsh words
to his granddaughter who faced an unplanned
pregnancy. He wanted to know what he could do
now to go about undoing the harm his words most
certainly had caused. How many others find
themselves guilty of making the same error? How
many others wish they would have understood this
information years ago? Before they said those
things.

Source: Guttmacher Institute, “National Reproductive Health
Profile: Pregnancies, Births and Abortions,” available at
http://www.guttmacher.org/datacenter/profiles/US.jsp (last
accessed October 6, 2010).

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
I was 19 years old when I found out I was
pregnant. I felt like the world was caving in
around me. I was scared and alone. I felt like
I couldn’t tell anyone about my pregnancy out
of fear. How would I care for this child when I
wasn’t ready to be a parent? . . . A week
after I told my parents I was pregnant my
mom went with me to the local pregnancy
center. I remember talking to the client
advocate about parenting and adoption and
what each option would look like for myself
and for my unborn child. As I think back on
my own experience with that pregnancy
center, I’ve come to realize that my
experience was unique. Through my work
with Christian Adoption Services interacting
with pregnancy centers throughout North
Dakota and Minnesota, I’ve learned that
adoption is often left out of the
conversation. There are many reasons client
advocates do not present adoption to clients
– whether it is because they are not educated
on adoption themselves or they’re afraid of
offending clients by bringing up adoption.
Regardless of the reason, the result is the
same: adoption is not discussed.

YOU NEVER KNOW
We have heard the story of the Starfish Thrower. When an
overwhelming number of starfish are washed ashore – a man is
found walking along the beach, picking up starfish one at a
time and throwing each one back into the ocean. When an
observer remarks to the starfish thrower that his efforts won’t
make a difference - he will never be able to return all of the
starfish stranded on that beach to the ocean, the thrower
simply picks up another starfish, throws it into the ocean and
responds, “I made a difference to that one.”
We will never know how many life choices are altered for the better because of the
information shared in a high school FACS class, but isn’t even ONE positive choice enough
to make the effort worthwhile? Your financial gift of $130 will allow Christian Adoption
Services to reach one class of high school or college students to correct negative myths
and outdated adoption views. There are easily 30-40 class presentations in our area that
could be made each school year.

Your talk opened
their hearts to the
beauty of adoption.
-TEACHER MS. J.

We may never know exactly how many children are placed
into loving families as a result of the adoption training a
pregnancy center's counselor received. The tools and
confidence acquired empower counselors to present the
beautiful third option to every client. Must understanding
the full extent of the impact be a prerequisite for action?
Your financial partnership in the $285-$375 range
allows CAS to train professionals on the ethical reasons

why and how adoption should be presented as a
pregnancy option.
We may never know how many relationships are
reconciled because of the message of grace and
understanding presented at a club or bible study – but
that does not mean we stop sharing, stop educating.
Your financial gift of $100 would provide the support
necessary to share with a group of 10 of people.

What would happen to
society’s view of adoption if
accurate adoption
information were
presented in every school?

The need in our world for life-affirming education is immense, and it starts right here in our
community. This is why Christian Adoption Services feels compelled to dedicate resources
to further that cause through the creation of Chosen – a Life-Affirming Education program.
The goal of Chosen is to be more than adoption education alone. Through Chosen we want
to fill the educational void that exists within our communities on topics such as adoption,
positive adoption language, sexual integrity, pregnancy options, and healthy relationships in
both dating and non-dating scenarios. By dedicating a part-time staff member to focus on
and further develop the education efforts Christian Adoption Services has begun, it is our
hope that we will be able to increase the breadth and scope of lives touched with lifeaffirming education.
This is a huge undertaking and we cannot do it alone. We need your help. We know that
Chosen cannot present at every class, train every pregnancy center advocate, or meet with
every community group, club, and bible study – there are many obstacles to overcome – but
finances can't be the barrier that prevents us from trying to reach them all. Your financial
support will enable us to broaden our reach.
Will you partner with Chosen to provide life-affirming
education in the public spaces?

i: https://www.plannedparenthood.org/about-us/facts-figures/annual-report, p. 24
ii: Arons, Jessica. Center for American Progress, The Adoption Option. 2010, p. 2.

