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From Fear to Family
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I allowed myself to
focus on the fears that played out in my head: "What if
they change their minds?" "What if it confuses him?"
"What if he uses it against us?" Then slowly, through
prayer and CAS educating us on the benefits of
openness, the Lord started changing my heart from a
focus of fear to one of hope for relationship.
behind

a

veil

of

safe

anonymity.

My initial hesitancy toward openness evolved into a
strong desire for it. We were eventually chosen by the
sweetest birth parents who also desired openness. What
an incredible blessing it has been. They make
relationship so easy. They are respectful of our need for
some time and space to establish a healthy family
dynamic. They are thoughtful, undeservedly generous,
and what almost makes me cry is that they consistently
express how thankful they are for US!
They are
remarkable people and Jude is so blessed (cont. page 2)

Thank you!
National Adoption Month was a
wonderful success and celebration
of the people who make our job so
rewarding, YOU - the CAS family
of clients. Financial partners like
you are making this an impactful
month each year! Our highlight
this year was spending Orphan
Sunday at Evangel Church in
Bismarck and Northland Church in
Fargo.

The More You Know...

Resources for healthy families and to support birth parents & adoptive parents in your network!

Boundaries by Cloud, Townsend
Adopted for Life by Russell D. Moore
To Have and Not to Hold: The Bonding of Two Mothers through Adoption by Lorri Benson
Lifegivers: Framing the Birthparent Experience in Open Adoption by James L. Gritter
(from pg. 1) to be loved
by them. I often find
myself thinking that I
wish they were standing
by my side, experiencing
all the small details of
Jude growing up. I take
great joy in the fact that I
am continually reminded
of them. When I look at
him, I see them. I see her
smile. I see his eyes. I see
her carefree spirit and
his spunk. And by the
grace of God, I can truly
say that as he grows, I
hope to see more of each
of them in him.
My prayer for when he has deep, possibly painful, questions about "why" is that our choice for
openness will be of great value in his healing. That the relationship we have established and
sustained with them will be evidence of their deep love for him. That their continued choice to put
his well-being in higher regard than their own feelings will be proof of their sacrifice for him. That
the multitude of pictures we have of them together will help us walk him through the grief of losing
them in a healthy way. That he can stand confident of his place in this world knowing that they
chose the best for him even though it caused them intense pain. And that their
selflessness is what allowed him to have this life
with us. Maybe one day, when he is mature
enough, he could have his own conversation with
CAS is currently looking for a dedicated
them to ask "why" face to face and see for himself
adoption advocate to fill an open position on
how beautifully loving their choice was. The risk
of my fears coming to fruition are minor details
the board of directors. Applications to serve
compared to the potential benefit for the heart of
as a volunteer board member are available by
our sweet boy. And I would risk everything for
contacting Pat at patricia@casfamily.org or
him, just as they did.

Board Opening

calling 701-237-4473.

Education Program

Thanks to YOUR generous support, this fall we were able to share about adoption
in 15 schools to 313 students and in 19 Pregnancy Centers/hospitals/agencies
Pray with us that the seeds planted will reach those who need adoption services.
Pray for more opportunities and for the 6 schools interested in spring presentations,
including two new sites in MN. We are grateful for your investment in this work!
Glory to God in the Highest

and on earth peace among those
with whom He is pleased! Luke 2:14

Save the Date

Giving Hearts Day brings joyful energy to
partnering with the missions that are close to
your heart. Will you take action and have
greater impact for the CAS babies, birth
parents, and families?
MATCHING GIFTS: minimum of $4,000
required, please write GHD match in the
memo. 2019: $10,100 Goal for 2020: $12,000
FEBRUARY 13th: checks are due to CAS by
2/12 (with "GHD" memo), scheduling online
is available, or join the fun that day by giving
online.
Chili Cook-off on GHD: The annual chili
feed is featuring more kid-friendly food
options this year, and we hope you will
compete and represent you church to win
more $$ for your favorite charities.

Keep in Touch...
Please let us know when you have an
address change, new email address, etc.
We don't want to miss you!

Our staff feels blessed to be in the new office
space. We are so grateful to the board, partners,
and volunteers who made it go so smoothly!
Special shoutout to Kate & Ryan Silbernagel;
Patty Roehrich; Sydney Staeffler; Teri Fox; Jay
Ray Home Improvement; Jake Fillipi; Nate
Douglas; Board: Cindy, Simon, and Calby; Jodi &
Kris with Valley Christian Counseling Center;
student volunteers from MSUM and NDSU; and
donors: Judy V., Joel & Debbie B., Peter & Terry
S., in honor of Lailoni, and James & Mary W.
There is still much to do, and we are grateful for
your enthusiasm & patience in this season.

Christian Adoption Services
2345 Meadow Ridge Pkwy
West Fargo, ND 58078
Return Service Requested
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FROM OUR CAS FAMILY TO YOURS

Visit ChristianAdoptionServices.org for more information.

701.237.4473

